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New Book is Available 

by Roy Wiersma 

 

     I took some time off as newsletter editor the first 

half of 2008 to write the findings of my spineless 

cactus research.  I was able to re-discover Luther 

Burbank’s hybrid spineless padded cactus varieties 

of 100 years ago.  The book is called Luther 

Burbank Spineless Cactus Identification Project 

(ISBN:  9781438903538) and is available for 

$19.95 plus shipping and handling from 

www.authorhouse.com (1-800-839-8640).  If you 

enjoy this newsletter and have enjoyed the past 9 

newsletters which I have produced then please 

consider obtaining a copy of my new cactus book. 

 

First Fall Sale and Work Party 

 

     We had a great turnout of volunteers at the work 

party preceding the first fall sale.  Vines from a 

neighboring property were entangled in a clump of 

Bambusa multiplex ‘Goldstripe’ at Quail Botanical 

Gardens and were removed by the volunteers.  

Work party volunteers included Sarah, Mike 

England, Cliff Sussman, Mike Mullert, Gil, Bob 

Verkade, Neil Poppendiek, and Roy Wiersma.     

     Only reference collection derived plants were 

sold during the first fall sale which was very modest 

by past sale standards.  Gross receipts totaled 

$883.59. 

 

Election Results 

 

     According to Pierre Domercq who holds the 

ballots, Theo Smith, Jill Thorburn, and Roy 

Wiersma were elected to the positions of Alternate 

Director, Alternate Director, and Director, 

respectively.  Theo was moved up to Director to fill 

the vacancy of Director Carl Rowland who in 

August resigned as President and who did not renew 

his membership.  Taylor Murphy was made an 

Alternate Director to fill Theo’s position. 

 

Second Fall Sale 

 

     In order to protect Quail Botanical Gardens from 

the bamboo mealybug a new sale venue was used 

(Fig. 1-2).  MiraCosta College in Oceanside is this 

new venue.  Spacious and complete with a Pacific 

Ocean view, this location holds promise as a 

perennial site for ABS-SoCal bamboo sales.  Each 

plant was inspected by San Diego county plant 

inspector Marriman McNair.  While the sale did not 

generate the minimum $15,000 in gross receipts we 

are accustomed to from past sales at Quail, we think 

future sales will improve with better publicity and 

regularity.  Thank you Mike Mullert and especially 

Bob Dimattia for your organizational efforts. Thank 

you also to MiraCosta College cashier helper Pete, 

and to Don, and Vikki Dimattia for helping at the 

cashier table.  Jill Thorburn contributed her skills at 

food preparation and Bob Verkade also helped out 

with the sale.  Martin Espino provided live 

entertainment.  A sales chart is included elsewhere 

in the newsletter. 

 

Membership Renewal 

 

     Please check your mailing labels to see if your 

membership has been renewed for 2009. 
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Figure 1 Plant Inspector Marriman McNair at work 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2  MiraCosta College/ ABS-SoCal Bamboo Sale 

 

 

 

Bioluminescent Bamboo 

by Roy Wiersma 

 

     One of my dreams in life is to see glow-in-the-

dark bamboo made a reality.  The technology to do 

this has existed for years, therefore, once a sound 

plan is presented to serious scientists, it should be a 

short matter of time before we can walk outdoors on 

a warm moonless summer night and watch our 

genetically engineered Dendrocalamus giganteus 

glow in all its glory even in designer colors. 

 

     Glow-in-the-dark plants are not something new.  

Flavius Josephus is said to have mentioned the 

existence of glowing red plants in the Dead Sea area 

2000 years ago. [1]  The context in which this is 

presented is in reference to the mandrake 

(Mandragora officinarum).  Does mandrake really 

glow in the dark?  If this glowing plant is not 

mandrake, does even one of these plants still grow 

there or have they gone the way of the Judaean date 

palm? [2]  Additionally, “In 1859 an issue of the 

London Gardener’s Chronicle published a report of 

light flashes passing from one scarlet verbena to 

another and noted that the phenomenon could best 

be seen during crepuscular periods when a 

thunderstorm approached after a long spell of dry 

weather.  This validated an observation of Goethe’s 

that the flowers of oriental poppies could be seen 

flashing at dusk.”  [3]  In 1992, it was reported that 

researchers at the University of Edinburgh 

engineered plants to glow sky blue but it was not 

clear from that article how bright the light was. [4]  

Another article reported that the light was only 

detectable by “ultrasensitive camera equipment.” 

[5]  In 1998, Boulder BioDesign was working on a 

project called GlowPlant™. [6]  In 1999, a lab in 

Singapore developed a glowing orchid [7] but it 

never received the notoriety of things like glowing 

or fluorescent mice, pigs, zebrafish, cat, etc. of 

recent years.  I first learned of bioluminescent 

plants in 1988 with the publicity surrounding the 

transgenic tobacco plant that glowed with the 

addition of the luciferin substrate. [8]  The first 

reported instance of plant cells genetically 

engineered to glow that I am aware of is found in 


